
APPENDIX 4A 

LITTLEBOROUGH ARTS FESTIVAL 2013 

Introduction 

The Littleborough Arts Festival is an annual event now in its twelfth year. The 

Festival Committee is a constituted voluntary organisation. At the AGM in March 

2013 the proposal to establish the organisation as a CIO (Charitable Incorporated 

Organisation) was approved.  

The Arts Festival 

The 2013 festival commenced with a pre festival concerts on 20 July when the 

Littleborough Rock Choir and students of Rochdale School of Rock and Pop 

performed at Holy Trinity Church, Littleborough.  On 21 August the Valerie Bracken 

Trio performed at the Wine Press, Hollingworth Lake. The main festival took place 

between Friday 23 August and Sunday 1 September. The main exhibition and 

workshops took place at the Coach House, Lodge Street, Littleborough. A variety of 

other venues were also used for events during the week, including St Barnabas 

Church, Shore; Holy Trinity School, Star Tree Studio and Wardle Conservative Club. 

The festival also delivered its annual Art Trail. 

The Arts Festival Committee seeks to provide in addition to the Art Exhibition a wide 

range of both participatory and non participatory activities and events as part of a 

wider arts and cultural programme. This year a total of 17 participatory workshops 

were delivered; four music events took place and pianists performed everyday at the 

exhibition. As part of this year’s Art Trail 13 professional artists opened their studios 

and the Wardle Art Group, with 25 members, organised an event at Wardle 

Conservative Club on 24 and 25 August. 

A total of 47 artists displayed a total of 133 framed pieces of artwork at the 

exhibition. Artists sold pieces of artwork for a total of £1,780. 

We received a total of 22 entries for this year’s photographic competition on the 

theme of Smile. 

The Arts Festival was also successful in securing funding from the Heywood 

Middleton and Rochdale Clinical Commissioning Group for its “Mobile Arts 

Workshops”. 

Monitoring 

A total of 1398 attended the Arts Festival events and activities, an increase of almost 

18% on last year: 

 645 Visited the exhibition 

 154 attended the pre festival concerts 



 160 attended the Pop Rock and All that Jazz concert 

 342 attended the workshops 

 All the open studios had visitors (with 97 visiting Ebor Studios) 

 

Of the total of people visiting the events and activities 53% came from the OL15 

postcode (Littleborough); a further 13% came from OL12 (Wardle and East 

Rochdale); 6% came from OL16 (Walsden and Todmordon). With 13% coming from 

Rochdale, Heywood, Shaw, Royton, Oldham and Saddleworth. We also had 13% of 

our visitors from further afield including Halifax, Manchester, Stockport, Wigan, York, 

Wakefield, Birmingham, Huddersfield, Leeds and Llandudno. We had five 

international visitors from Germany, Australia and USA. 

Development and Improvements. 

Our evaluation exercise with Committee members, volunteers, and workshop 

facilitators last year identified 12 potential improvements. Of those 12 we have made 

progress on 7; we improved our mailing list and began sending more information by 

email, reducing our postage costs; we used more venues for our workshops, using 

Holy Trinity School and Star Tree Studio’s. We held an additional concert although at 

Holy Trinity Church rather than St Barnabas. We delivered music at the Saturday 

Craft Fair with both Tantara and Littleborough Public Brass Band performing. We 

began the process of creating our new website and were also able this year to pay 

for workshop materials were appropriate. 

The following improvements and developments remain outstanding: 

 Better preparation, publicity and lead in for the Art Trail 

 Use of space at top of stairs potential exhibition space 

 More bodies to help set up 

 Adherence to workshop start times 

 Increase use of social media 

 

Evaluation 

Our evaluation forms have this year been circulated to the Arts Festival Committee 

members and the festival volunteers.  

The following summarises the responses received 

1. Positive aspects this year 

 The introduction of a pre festival concert 

 The number and variety of workshops 

 The Pop, Rock and all that Jazz concert was brilliant 

 High standard and variety of art work at the exhibition to suit different interests 

 Very well attended and well received with many compliments 



 Good publicity ensuring many people were aware of dates and times of 

events 

 Brings community together 

 

2. Improvements that could be made: 

 Website 

 Photography competition 

 Use of school hall, good idea but needs thought 

 Publicity for pre festival concert needs to be earlier 

 Help in assembling exhibition 

 More publicity – including radio 

 Increase number of artists exhibiting 

 Window stickers to promote event and acknowledge contributions 

 Saturday music 

 

3. Things that shouldn’t happen again: 

 Power failure at Coach House during events 

 Health and Safety considered when booking workshops 

 Booking Tantara 

 

4. New developments: 

 Poetry 

 Drama 

 

5. Summary of ratings  

 Overall organisation   4.5 

 Publicity    3.9 

 Venue     4.5 

 Workshops    4.8 

 Concerts    5 

(1 being poor and 5 being excellent) 

Feedback from Volunteers. 

The volunteers also completed a simple evaluation form. 

 Venue     5 

 Organisation    5 

 Support for volunteers   5 

 

One suggestion coming from the volunteers that may be worth considering is that 

artists are asked to provide biographical notes. 

Our volunteers working through the festival week provided a total of 123.5 hours of 

volunteering. 



The Arts Festival Committee also provided a total of 210.5 hours of time during the 

festival week. 

Mobile Arts Workshops. 

With funding from the HMR CCG the Committee has been able to take its popular art 

workshops out into the community. We have focused these workshops upon 

Residential Care establishments. 

To date a total of 12 workshops have been delivered (with a further 3 booked) at 4 

venues; Springhill Hospice; Cleggsworth Residential Care Home; Honresfeld 

(Leonard Cheshire Home) and Littleborough Care Home. A final evaluation report 

will be prepared for the AGM. 



2013 FESTIVAL NEWS

SPRINGHILL HOSPICE

It is with great pleasure that we are 
able to make a generous donation to 
the Hospice from money raised during 
the festival. Thank you to all those 
who purchased artwork. exhibition.

WORKSHOPS

This year we offered 17 workshops 
which were attended by participants of 
all ages. Many local families are now 
keeping the festival week marked on 
their calendars so remember to add 
the 2014 festival dates to your 
calendar (see front page). All of the 
festival workshops are subsidised by 
our Festival funds from sponsors & 
grants. Music on the day was 
provided by Littleborough Public 
Brass Band and Tantara Drummers.

CRAFT MARKET

The craft market was a great success 
with a wide variety of arts and crafts 
on sale, including hand-turned 
wooden gifts, crafted flowers, 
furniture, home-made chocolates, 
woollen goods, pottery, hand-made 
jewellery, fascinators and scrunchies.

CONCERT & MUSIC

POP, ROCK & ALL THAT JAZZ
This year s concert at St Barnabas 
Church was amazing! Councillor Ann 
Stott said in the Rochdale Observer

Church was 
Rocking

 Lauren Waterworth... 
her voice was 

phenomenal in depth and meaning ,
The Watch... a newly formed group 

who mixed new 
sounds with 
old ,

Little Jazz 
Funk 
Orchestra... 
played very 

infectious and catching music ,

 What a brilliant evening. Roll on 
next year s concert! .

VAL BRACKEN TRIO
A great evening at The Winepress with 
the Val Bracken Trio  was well 
received. Val also peformed at the 
Coach House during the festval.

LITTLEBOROUGH ROCK CHOIR
Holy Trinity Church played host to a 
thoroughly enjoyable concert by the 
Littleborough Rock Choir shortly before 
the festival.

THE FESTIVAL
There was a great variety of music 
every day during the Festival provided 
by pianists David Woodhead, Graham 
Chamberlain, Edward Rigg, David 
Wright and Dylan Jones.

We are planning even more concerts 
for this year s Festival.

ART TRAIL

The art trail proved very popular during 
the last Festival. Along with the 12 
artists at Ebor Studios, 5 other 
established artists opened their studios 
during the Festival for the public to 
visit.

The Art Trail helps to highlight the 
amount of local creativity taking place 
in and around Littleborough and we 
would like to extend the number of 
participants during the forthcoming 
festival by inviting other artists to take 
part. If you would like to be included 
please contact the Festival committee. 

PHOTO COMPETITION

An excellent selection of photos was 
entered and prizes were awarded to 
the winners as decided by public vote.

MOBILE ART WORKSHOPS

With the financial support of the 
Heywood, Middleton and Rochdale 
Clinical Commissioning Group, 
Littleborough Arts Festival has been 
able to offer to take its popular art and 
craft workshops into local care homes 
and sheltered accommodation.

A total of 15 workshops facilitated by a 
variety of artists and crafts people have 
been delivered to residents at Springhill 
Hospice, Honresfeld Cleggsworth 

House and Littleborough Care Home. 

Funding for a further workshops has 
been secured for 2014.

Detailed information about these 
workshops together with reviews and 
feedback are on our website.

Nick Andrews, project facilitator said:

 This is a fantastic opportunity to 
extend the participation in the arts 
festival to those who are often unable 
to attend our popular workshops 
during the festival week. With 
increased funding for 2014 we are now 
able to include more venues and 
increase participation .

RAFFLE

Once more the shops, restaurants and 
food outlets of Littleborough have 
come up trumps! A big THANK YOU to 
all who contributed these prizes. Not 
forgetting the generosity of people who 
bought raffle tickets.

GRANT FUNDING

We are again thankful for the financial 
support for the 2013 Festival from 
Link4Life and the Pennines Township 
Committee without which the Festival 
would not be possible.

FINALLY....

Thanks to all the people who made the 
2013 festival a fantastic success, 
through Volunteering,
Participating,
Visiting
and Spreading the word...

www.littleboroughartsfestival.co.uk

Littleborough Arts Festival




